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The first permanent office of the Travis 
County Bar Association, the Brizendine 
House, is an Austin historic landmark that 
still stands nestled in the heart of  
the Blackwell-Thurman Justice Center. 

Celebrating 125 Years of the Austin Bar
A History of Homes

F ounded in 1893, the 
Austin Bar Associa-
tion formally changed 
its name to the Travis 

County Bar Association in 1926. 
But it wasn’t until 1977 that it 
hired its first staff, resulting in 
the need for office space.

The first permanent office of 
the Travis County Bar Associ-
ation, the Brizendine House, 
is an Austin historic landmark 
that still stands nestled in the 
heart of the Blackwell-Thurman 
Justice Center. The modest 
limestone house was built by 
John Brizendine more than a 
century ago. In 1972, Travis 

County acquired the house, and 
in 1973, the Commissioners 
Court opted to raze the struc-
ture to make room for three 
additional parking spaces for 
the new courthouse annex. 
However, Austin citizens, led 
by the Travis County Histori-

cal Committee and the Austin 
Heritage Society, persuaded the 
county commissioners not to 
destroy the landmark, thus sav-
ing a piece of Austin’s history. 
The Travis County Bar received 
permission to lease the house 
for office use in 1977, and 
stayed in the Brizendine House 
for more than a decade.

In 1990, the Travis County 
Bar moved to the Chase Bank 
building, now owned by Travis 
County, at 700 Lavaca St. In 
Jan. 2003, the Travis County 
Bar formally changed its name 
back to the Austin Bar Associa-
tion and moved into its present 

location at 816 Congress Ave., 
Suite 700. 

The lease at 816 Congress 
will be up for renewal in 2020. 
The rising costs of commercial 
real estate in downtown Austin 
have made it necessary for the 
Austin Bar to begin searching 

for a new place to 
call home. 

With a history 
spanning 125 
years, the Austin 
Bar—the heart of 
Austin’s legal com-
munity—is looking 
forward to finding 
a new home for the 
21st century, and 
beyond. 
(Excerpts from 
“Austin Lawyers—A Legacy of 
Leadership and Service.”) 
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The original home of the Austin Bar Association, the Brizendine House, was built in 

1870 and is located at 507 W 11th St. The building was listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places on July 22, 1974 and designated a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 

the same year. 
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THE PREFERRED CHOICE
For more than a decade, LawPay has been the go-to 
solution for the legal industry. Our simple online payment 
solution helps lawyers get paid faster. LawPay lets you 
attach a secure payment link to your email, website, or 
invoices so that clients can pay with just a click. Our 
solution was developed specifically for law firms, so 
earned and unearned fees are properly separated and 
your IOLTA is always protected from any third-party 
debiting. Simply put, no online payment processor has 
more experience helping lawyers than LawPay.

EASY FOR YOUR CLIENTS, 
A NO-BRAINER FOR YOUR FIRM.

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail

Amount

Card Information

Roy Smith

Name on Card

5555 5555 5555 5555 111

Card Number CVV

August 2020

Exp.

500.00$
Your Law Firm
1234 Main Street
Anytown, TX 12345
512-555-1234
payments@yourlawfirm.com
www.yourlawfirm.com

YOUR LOGO

PAY ATTORNEY

Contact our legal payment experts at
888-491-9328 or visit lawpay.com/austinbar

LawPay is a registered ISO of Citizens Bank, N.A.

IOLTA COMPLIANT

Approved Member Benefit
of 47 STATE BARS

Trusted by over
50,000 lawyers

Powering payments for
30+ TOP PRACTICE
MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

SECURE credit card
processing for law firms

Bar-Approved
Member Benefit
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