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Celebrating 125 Years of the Austin Bar

A History of Homes

ounded in 1893, the

Austin Bar Associa-

tion formally changed

its name to the Travis
County Bar Association in 1926.
But it wasn’t until 1977 that it
hired its first staff, resulting in
the need for office space.

The first permanent office of
the Travis County Bar Associ-
ation, the Brizendine House,
is an Austin historic landmark
that still stands nestled in the
heart of the Blackwell-Thurman
Justice Center. The modest
limestone house was built by
John Brizendine more than a
century ago. In 1972, Travis

cal Committee and the Austin
Heritage Society, persuaded the
county commissioners not to
destroy the landmark, thus sav-
ing a piece of Austin’s history.
The Travis County Bar received
permission to lease the house
for office use in 1977, and
stayed in the Brizendine House
for more than a decade.

In 1990, the Travis County
Bar moved to the Chase Bank
building, now owned by Travis
County, at 700 Lavaca St. In
Jan. 2003, the Travis County
Bar formally changed its name
back to the Austin Bar Associa-
tion and moved into its present

The first permanent office of the Travis
County Bar Association, the Brizendine
House, is an Austin historic landmark that
still stands nestled in the heart of

the Blackwell-Thurman Justice Center.

County acquired the house, and
in 1973, the Commissioners
Court opted to raze the struc-
ture to make room for three
additional parking spaces for
the new courthouse annex.
However, Austin citizens, led
by the Travis County Histori-

location at 816 Congress Ave.,
Suite 700.

The lease at 816 Congress
will be up for renewal in 2020.
The rising costs of commercial
real estate in downtown Austin
have made it necessary for the
Austin Bar to begin searching

for a new place to
call home.

With a history
spanning 125
years, the Austin
Bar—the heart of
Austin’s legal com-
munity—is looking
forward to finding
a new home for the
21st century, and
beyond.

(Excerpts from

“Austin Lawyers—A Legacy of
Leadership and Service.”)

The original home of the Austin Bar Association, the Brizendine House, was built in
1870 and is located at 507 W 11th St. The building was listed in the National Register
of Historic Places on July 22, 1974 and designated a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark
the same year.
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