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Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Rule 1.01. Competent and Diligent Representation
(a) A lawyer shall not accept or continue employment in a legal matter which the lawyer knows
or should know is beyond the lawyer's competence, unless:
(1) another lawyer who is competent to handle the matter is, with the prior informed
consent of the client, associated in the matter; or
(2) the advice or assistance of the lawyer is reasonably required in an emergency and the
lawyer limits the advice and assistance to that which is reasonably necessary in the
circumstances.
(b) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not:
(1) neglect a legal matter entrusted to the lawyer; or
(2) frequently fail to carry out completely the obligations that the lawyer owes to a client
or clients.
(c) As used in this Rule, “neglect” signifies inattentiveness involving a conscious disregard for
the responsibilities owed to a client or clients.
Rule 1.02. Scope and Objectives of Representation
(a) Subject to paragraphs (b), (c), (d), and (e), (f), and (g), a lawyer shall abide by a client's
decisions:
(1) concerning the objectives and general methods of representation;
(2) whether to accept an offer of settlement of a matter, except as otherwise authorized by
law;
(3) In a criminal case, after consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered,
whether to waive jury trial, and whether the client will testify.
(b) A lawyer may limit the scope, objectives and general methods of the representation if the
client consents after consultation.

(c) A lawyer shall not assist or counsel a client to engage in conduct that the lawyer knows is
criminal or fraudulent. A lawyer may discuss the legal consequences of any proposed course of
conduct with a client and may counsel and represent a client in connection with the making of a
good faith effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or application of the law.
(d) When a lawyer has confidential information clearly establishing that a client is likely to
commit a criminal or fraudulent act that is likely to result in substantial injury to the financial
interests or property of another, the lawyer shall promptly make reasonable efforts under the
circumstances to dissuade the client from committing the crime or fraud.
(e) When a lawyer has confidential information clearly establishing that the lawyer's client has
committed a criminal or fraudulent act in the commission of which the lawyer's services have
been used, the lawyer shall make reasonable efforts under the circumstances to persuade the
client to take corrective action.
(f) When a lawyer knows that a client expects representation not permitted by the rules of
professional conduct or other law, the lawyer shall consult with the client regarding the relevant
limitations on the lawyer's conduct.
(g) A lawyer shall take reasonable action to secure the appointment of a guardian or other legal
representative for, or seek other protective orders with respect to, a client whenever the lawyer
reasonably believes that the client lacks legal competence and that such action should be taken to
protect the client.
Rule 1.03. Communication
(a) A lawyer shall keep a client reasonably informed about the status of a matter and promptly
comply with reasonable requests for information.
(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to
make informed decisions regarding the representation.
Rule 1.05. Confidentiality of Information
(a) “Confidential information” includes both “privileged information” and “unprivileged client
information.” “Privileged information” refers to the information of a client protected by the
lawyer-client privilege of Rule 503 of the Texas Rules of Evidence or of Rule 503 of the Texas
Rules of Criminal Evidence or by the principles of attorney-client privilege governed by Rule
501 of the Federal Rules of Evidence for United States Courts and Magistrates. “Unprivileged
client information” means all information relating to a client or furnished by the client, other than
privileged information, acquired by the lawyer during the course of or by reason of the
representation of the client.
(b) Except as permitted by paragraphs (c) and (d), or as required by paragraphs (e) and (f), a
lawyer shall not knowingly:

(1) Reveal confidential information of a client or a former client to:
(i) a person that the client has instructed is not to receive the information; or
(ii) anyone else, other than the client, the client's representatives, or the members,
associates, or employees of the lawyer's law firm.
(2) Use confidential information of a client to the disadvantage of the client unless the
client consents after consultation.
(3) Use confidential information of a former client to the disadvantage of the former
client after the representation is concluded unless the former client consents after
consultation or the confidential information has become generally known.
(4) Use privileged information of a client for the advantage of the lawyer or of a third
person, unless the client consents after consultation.
(c) A lawyer may reveal confidential information:
(1) When the lawyer has been expressly authorized to do so in order to carry out the
representation.
(2) When the client consents after consultation.
(3) To the client, the client's representatives, or the members, associates, and employees
of the lawyer's firm, except when otherwise instructed by the client.
(4) When the lawyer has reason to believe it is necessary to do so in order to comply with
a court order, a Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct, or other law.
(5) To the extent reasonably necessary to enforce a claim or establish a defense on behalf
of the lawyer in a controversy between the lawyer and the client.
(6) To establish a defense to a criminal charge, civil claim or disciplinary complaint
against the lawyer or the lawyer's associates based upon conduct involving the client or
the representation of the client.
(7) When the lawyer has reason to believe it is necessary to do so in order to prevent the
client from committing a criminal or fraudulent act.
(8) To the extent revelation reasonably appears necessary to rectify the consequences of a
client's criminal or fraudulent act in the commission of which the lawyer's services had
been used.
(d) A lawyer also may reveal unprivileged client information:
(1) When impliedly authorized to do so in order to carry out the representation.
(2) When the lawyer has reason to believe it is necessary to do so in order to:
(i) carry out the representation effectively;

(ii) defend the lawyer or the lawyer's employees or associates against a claim of
wrongful conduct;
(iii) respond to allegations in any proceeding concerning the lawyer's
representation of the client; or
(iv) prove the services rendered to a client, or the reasonable value thereof, or
both, in an action against another person or organization responsible for the
payment of the fee for services rendered to the client.
(e) When a lawyer has confidential information clearly establishing that a client is likely
to commit a criminal or fraudulent act that is likely to result in death or substantial bodily
harm to a person, the lawyer shall reveal confidential information to the extent revelation
reasonably appears necessary to prevent the client from committing the criminal or
fraudulent act.
(f) A lawyer shall reveal confidential information when required to do so by Rule
3.03(a)(2), 3.03(b), or by Rule 4.01(b).
Rule 1.15. Declining or Terminating Representation
(a) A lawyer shall decline to represent a client or, where representation has commenced, shall
withdraw, except as stated in paragraph (c), from the representation of a client, if:
(1) the representation will result in violation of Rule 3.08, other applicable rules of
professional conduct or other law;
(2) the lawyer's physical, mental or psychological condition materially impairs the
lawyer's fitness to represent the client; or
(3) the lawyer is discharged, with or without good cause.
(b) Except as required by paragraph (a), a lawyer shall not withdraw from representing a client
unless:
(1) withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the interests of
the client;
(2) the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer's services that the lawyer
reasonably believes may be criminal or fraudulent;
(3) the client has used the lawyer's services to perpetrate a crime or fraud;
(4) a client insists upon pursuing an objective that the lawyer considers repugnant or
imprudent or with which the lawyer has fundamental disagreement;
(5) the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the
lawyer's services, including an obligation to pay the lawyer's fee as agreed, and has been
given reasonable warning that the lawyer will withdraw unless the obligation is fulfilled;

(6) the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer or has
been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or
(7) other good cause for withdrawal exists.
(c) When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a lawyer shall continue representation notwithstanding
good cause for terminating the representation.
(d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably
practicable to protect a client's interests, such as giving reasonable notice to the client, allowing
time for employment of other counsel, surrendering papers and property to which the client is
entitled and refunding any advance payments of fee that has not been earned. The lawyer may
retain papers relating to the client to the extent permitted by other law only if such retention will
not prejudice the client in the subject matter of the representation.
Rule 3.08. Lawyer As Witness
a) A lawyer shall not accept or continue employment as an advocate before a tribunal in a
contemplated or pending adjudicatory proceeding if the lawyer knows or believes that the lawyer
is or may be a witness necessary to establish an essential fact on behalf of the lawyer's client,
unless:
(1) the testimony relates to an uncontested issue;
(2) the testimony will relate solely to a matter of formality and there is no reason to
believe that substantial evidence will be offered in opposition to the testimony;
(3) the testimony relates to the nature and value of legal services rendered in the case;
(4) the lawyer is a party to the action and is appearing pro se; or
(5) the lawyer has promptly notified opposing counsel that the lawyer expects to testify in
the matter and disqualification of the lawyer would work substantial hardship on the
client.
(b) A lawyer shall not continue as an advocate in a pending adjudicatory proceeding if the lawyer
believes that the lawyer will be compelled to furnish testimony that will be substantially adverse
to the lawyer's client, unless the client consents after full disclosure.
(c) Without the client's informed consent, a lawyer may not act as advocate in an adjudicatory
proceeding in which another lawyer in the lawyer's firm is prohibited by paragraphs (a) or (b)
from serving as advocate. If the lawyer to be called as a witness could not also serve as an
advocate under this Rule, that lawyer shall not take an active role before the tribunal in the
presentation of the matter.

Rule 4.01. Truthfulness in Statements to Others
In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly:
(a) make a false statement of material fact or law to a third person; or
(b) fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when disclosure is necessary to avoid making
the lawyer a party to a criminal act or knowingly assisting a fraudulent act perpetrated by a
client.
Rule 4.02. Communication with One Represented by Counsel
(a) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not communicate or cause or encourage another to
communicate about the subject of the representation with a person, organization or entity of
government the lawyer knows to be represented by another lawyer regarding that subject, unless
the lawyer has the consent of the other lawyer or is authorized by law to do so.
(b) In representing a client a lawyer shall not communicate or cause another to communicate
about the subject of representation with a person or organization a lawyer knows to be employed
or retained for the purpose of conferring with or advising another lawyer about the subject of the
representation, unless the lawyer has the consent of the other lawyer or is authorized by law to do
so.
(c) For the purpose of this rule, “organization or entity of government” includes: (1) those
persons presently having a managerial responsibility with an organization or entity of
government that relates to the subject of the representation, or (2) those persons presently
employed by such organization or entity and whose act or omission in connection with the
subject of representation may make the organization or entity of government vicariously liable
for such act or omission.
(d) When a person, organization, or entity of government that is represented by a lawyer in a
matter seeks advice regarding that matter from another lawyer, the second lawyer is not
prohibited by paragraph (a) from giving such advice without notifying or seeking consent of the
first lawyer.
Rule 5.05. Unauthorized Practice of Law
A lawyer shall not:
(a) practice law in a jurisdiction where doing so violates the regulation of the legal profession in
that jurisdiction; or
(b) assist a person who is not a member of the bar in the performance of activity that constitutes
the unauthorized practice of law.

